
 

 

Ipswich Deanery Synod Report for 2022 

Deanery Synod met 3 times in 2022 
 

February: meeting on Zoom. Updates were given on appointments - Revd Heather 

Elsom (St Francis) and James Hawksworth (Church Army Centre of Mission based 

at St Francis & St Clare), and retirements - Revd David Cutts (St Margaret’s). A 

£112,000 shortfall in the Parish Share is expected, in addition to £77,000 of agreed 

waivers, and parishes were encouraged to consider the Parish Giving Scheme, 

contactless giving, and setting up website links. Initiatives including Inspiring Angels, 

pop-up shops and ‘Mission Support Huddles’ were described. The inspiring Ipswich 

project has been extended by a year, although no extra funding is available. The 

guest speaker was Jonathan de Bernhardt-Wood, the CofE’s National Adviser on 

Giving and Income Generation, who spoke on how and why people give and how to 

encourage generous giving. Mark Pendlington, Chairman of The Festival of Suffolk 

and the DBF outlined plans for the Festival of Suffolk commemorating HM The 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

June: meeting held at St Augustine’s Church. Updates were given on pastoral 

changes: Revd Sue Foster is leaving St Andrew’s Rushmere, and we were asked to 

pray for all churches in vacancy. Updates were given on ongoing Inspiring Ipswich 

projects, Together for Ipswich (churches working with the Borough Council and other 

charities to benefit the people of Ipswich), the forthcoming Growing Leaders Course 

Training, Messy Vintage (gift bags for care homes), Prayer Spaces in schools. Guest 

speaker Julia Hancock from Selig Suffolk spoke about homelessness in Ipswich and 

two projects - Ipswich Night Shelter and Hope Into Action. We can support these 

projects through volunteering, prayer and money. Stuart Batten (DDO) and Dave 

Gardner (Director of Mission and Ministry) spoke about vocations and the many 

kinds of ministry and leadership in churches. They are visiting each deanery in the 

diocese to talk about vocations and to encourage incumbents to keep vocations in 

mind, either licensed or commissioned. 

October: meeting held at River Church. Gill Jackson and George Woodward were 

co-opted as members of the House of Laity and Gill was elected Lay Chair of Synod. 

The outgoing Deanery Leadership Team were thanked for their service and Bishop 

Mike presented gifts. Revd Charlotte Cook was licensed as Area Dean and Revd 

Revd Rachel Revely and Revd Tom Mumford as Asst. Area Deans (Revd Alan 

Forsdike will be licensed later). Bishop Mike spoke on the theme ‘Be Inspired, Be 

Inspiring’, encouraging us to become more open to the Spirit, transforming the 

insight that God loves us into inspiration, and then into action, enabling us to be salt 

and light in the world. In breakout groups we discussed what we have been 

encouraged about/thankful for and what we might do next. Area Dean Charlotte 

shared her vision for the Deanery. Revd Heather Livingstone (St Francis), Revd 

Sophie Cowan (St Mary Stoke) and Revd Will Abbott (Lead Evangelist of the Suffolk 

Centre of Mission) were welcomed, and prayers were asked for all those recently or 

about to be licensed or ordained. A Deanery Organiser and 2 Assistant Lay Chairs 

are needed. We have paid 55.80% of our Deanery Share so far this year and we still 

need £367,437. 
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